
Incoming 6th Graders:  
Summer Reading Suggestions 

*Book descriptions courtesy of Follett* 

 

Liar & Spy by Rebecca Stead  

The instant New York Times bestseller from the author of the Newbery Medal book When You Reach 
Me: a story about spies, games, and friendship. Seventh grader Georges moves into a Brooklyn 
apartment building and meets Safer, a twelve-year-old self-appointed spy. Georges becomes Safer's 
first spy recruit. His assignment? Tracking the mysterious Mr. X, who lives in the apartment upstairs. 
But as Safer becomes more demanding, Georges starts to wonder: what is a lie, and what is a game? 

How far is too far to go for your only friend? Like the dazzling When You Reach Me, Liar & Spy will keep readers 
guessing until the end. 

 

The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg 

How had Mrs. Olinksi chosen her sixth-grade Academic Bowl team? She had a number of answers. 
But were any of them true? How had she really chosen Noah and Nadia and Ethan and Julian? And 
why did they make such a good team?  
It was a surprise to a lot of people when Mrs. Olinski's team won the sixth-grade Academic Bowl 
contest at Epiphany Middle School. It was an even bigger surprise when they beat the seventh grade 

and the eighth grade, too. And when they went on to even greater victories, everyone began to ask: How did it 
happen?  
 
It happened at least partly because Noah had been the best man (quite by accident) at the wedding of Ethan's 
grandmother and Nadia's grandfather. It happened because Nadia discovered that she could not let a lot of baby 
turtles die. It happened when Ethan could not let Julian face disaster alone. And it happened because Julian valued 
something important in himself and saw in the other three something he also valued.  

Mrs. Olinski, returning to teaching after having been injured in an automobile accident, found that her Academic 
Bowl team became her answer to finding confidence and success. What she did not know, at least at first, was that her 
team knew more than she did the answer to why they had been chosen.  
 
This is a tale about a team, a class, a school, a series of contests and, set in the midst of this, four jewel-like short 
stories -- one for each of the team members -- that ask questions and demonstrate surprising answers. 

 

Found and The Missing Series by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

Thirteen-year-old Jonah has always known that he was adopted, and he's never thought it was any 
big deal. Then he and a new friend, Chip, who's also adopted, begin receiving mysterious letters. The 
first one says, "You are one of the missing." The second one says, "Beware! They're coming back to 
get you."  
 

Jonah, Chip, and Jonah's sister, Katherine, are plunged into a mystery that involves the FBI, a vast smuggling 
operation, an airplane that appeared out of nowhere -- and people who seem to appear and disappear at will. The kids 
discover they are caught in a battle between two opposing forces that want very different things for Jonah and Chip's 
lives.  
 
Do Jonah and Chip have any choice in the matter? And what should they choose when both alternatives are 
horrifying?  
 
With Found, Margaret Peterson Haddix begins a new series that promises to be every bit as suspenseful as 



her Shadow Children series -- which has sold more than 41/2 million copies -- and proves her, once again, to be a 
master of the page-turner. 

 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper  

Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video camera that is always 
recording. Always. And there's no delete button. She's the smartest kid in her whole school—but no 
one knows it. Most people—her teachers and doctors included—don't think she's capable of learning, 
and up until recently her school days consisted of listening to the same preschool-level alphabet 
lessons again and again and again. If only she could speak up, if only she could tell people what she 

thinks and knows . . . but she can't, because Melody can't talk. She can't walk. She can't write. Being stuck inside her 
head is making Melody go out of her mind—that is, until she discovers something that will allow her to speak for the 
first time ever. At last Melody has a voice . . . but not everyone around her is ready to hear it. From multiple Coretta 
Scott King Award winner Sharon M. Draper comes a story full of heartache and hope. Get ready to meet a girl whose 
voice you'll never, ever forget. 

 

Revolution by Deborah Wiles 
 
It's 1964, and Sunny's town is being invaded. Or at least that's what the adults of Greenwood, 
Mississippi, are saying. All Sunny knows is that people from up north are coming to help people 
register to vote. They're calling it Freedom Summer. 
 
Meanwhile, Sunny can't help but feel like her house is being invaded, too. She has a new stepmother, 

a new brother, and a new sister crowding her life, giving her little room to breathe. And things get even trickier when 
Sunny and her brother are caught sneaking into the local swimming pool -- where they bump into a mystery boy 
whose life is going to become tangled up in theirs. 

 

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 
Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is 
able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions. She is afraid to ask for 
help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, 
creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and 
that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and 

the world starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there's a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a 
label, and that great minds don't always think alike. 
 

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 
 
Mr. Terupt follows in the footsteps of those inspiring teachers who encourage their students to think 
for themselves, question the conventions they understand about school, and become better people. 
The narration here is shared by so many that it is hard for readers to feel similarly inspired, but what 
they’ll get instead is the school-year-long unfolding of each of seven fifth-graders as they face their 
own flaws, come to terms with their home lives, and reconcile their roles in a tragic accident that 

nearly takes the life of their beloved teacher, hinted at with the innocuous-looking snowball on the front cover.  

 

Mr. Terupt Falls Again by Rob Buyea 
 
Fifth-grade was full of unforgettable events for Mr. Terupt and his class at Snow Hill School. Seven 
students were particularly affected by Mr. Terupt. Now those seven students are back, and they've 
been granted the rare opportunity to send one more year with their beloved teacher before they 
graduate from elementary school. Peter's parents expect him to attend private school after 
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sixth-grade, but Peter has plans to stay right where he is. Eager to grow up, Alexia gets in over her head with some 
older kids. Danielle suspects that her family is keeping a secret from her, and she's determined to find out what it is. 
Jeffrey makes a life-changing discovery. Curious about her teacher's past, Jessica uncovers startling details about Mr. 
Terupt. Anna finally decides she's ready for the truth about her absent dad. And Luke's keen observations lead to 
questions with unexpected answers.  

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan  
 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, 
who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other 
than her adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. 
 

Suddenly Willow's world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling 
world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl 
manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is 
a joy and a revelation to read. 

 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 
 
The facts seem simple enough. While their mothers have coffee, Ted and his older sister, Kat, and 
their cousin, Salim, wait in a queue to ride the London Eye, an observation wheel that allows those 
locked in the glass-and-steel capsules to see 25 miles in every direction. A stranger from the front of 
the line offers one free ticket, and since Salim is the visitor, stopping in London before moving with 

his mum to New York, he takes it. Ted and Kat see him enter the capsule and follow his ride, but to their shock, he 
doesn’t exit with his fellow riders.  

 

The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau  
 
Ember, a 241-year-old, ruined domed city surrounded by a dark unknown, was built to ensure that 
humans would continue to exist on Earth, and the instructions for getting out have been lost and 
forgotten. On Assignment Day, 12-year-olds leave school and receive their lifetime job assignments. 
Lina Mayfleet becomes a messenger, and her friend Doon Harrow ends up in the Pipeworks beneath 
the city, where the failing electric generator has been ineffectually patched together. Both Lina and 

Doon are convinced that their survival means finding a way out of the city, and after Lina discovers pieces of the 
instructions, she and Doon work together to interpret the fragmented document. Life in this postholocaust city is well 
limned--the frequent blackouts, the food shortage, the public panic, the search for answers, and the actions of the 
powerful, who are taking selfish advantage of the situation. 

 

Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson  
 
When Lonnie was seven years old, his parents died in a fire. Now he's eleven, and he still misses 
them terribly. And he misses his little sister, Lili, who was put into a different foster home because 
"not a lot of people want boys-not foster boys that ain't babies." But Lonnie hasn't given up. His foster 
mother, Miss Edna, is growing on him. She's already raised two sons and she seems to know what 
makes them tick. And his teacher, Ms. Marcus, is showing him ways to put his jumbled feelings on 

paper. 
 
Told entirely through Lonnie's poetry, we see his heartbreak over his lost family, his thoughtful perspective on the 
world around him, and most of all his love for Lili and his determination to one day put at least half of their family 
back together. 
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Hold Fast by Blue Balliett  
 
In a one-room apartment on Chicago’s South Side lives the Pearl family: Dash, Summer, 11-year-old 
Early, and little Jubie. Do they have a lot? Well, yes, they have Dash’s love of words, their devotion to 
each other, and their dream: to have a home. Trying to help that dream along, Dash, a page at the 
Chicago Public Library, makes extra money inventorying a private collection of old books. One 
ice-cold day, Dash disappears, and the family must move to a shelter after an odd robbery sees their 

possessions stolen and their apartment destroyed. 

 

Wings of Fire and The Dragonet Prophecy series by Tui Sutherland  

The seven dragon tribes have been at war for generations, locked in an endless battle over an ancient, 
lost treasure. A secret movement called the Talons of Peace is determined to bring an end to the 
fighting, with the help of a prophecy -- a foretelling that calls for great sacrifice. 
 
Five dragonets are collected to fulfill the prophecy, raised in a hidden cave and enlisted, against their 

will, to end the terrible war. 
 
But not every dragonet wants a destiny. And when the select five escape their underground captors to look for their 
original homes, what has been unleashed on the dragon world may be far more than the revolutionary planners 
intended . . . 

 

Masterminds by Gordon Korman  

Tiny Serenity, New Mexico, is idyllic as it gets—everyone has a job and a home, the kids are well 
behaved, and the genial community spirit is intoxicating. Sure, it’s boring, and it’s suspicious that a 
town of 185 people has its own helicopter-equipped security force, but 13-year-old Eli is content. That 
is, until his misbehaving friend Randy gets sent away. Eli’s sure there’s something screwy going on, 

and his suspicions are confirmed when he and his friends investigate the town’s factory. Using their critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills, they discover that it’s not traffic cones they manufacture there, but the truth. Korman 
cleverly constructs Serenity as a kind of stand-in for pearl-clutching attitudes about children—the history lessons 
exclude rebellion and any antiauthoritarian notions, and the kids don’t even know what murder means. But learning 
they have been lied to is worse, and in alternating first-person perspectives, they explore thought-provoking 
questions about honesty and struggle with the dastardly, life-altering secrets that may change who they are. The 
compelling, twisty mystery has a truly gratifying payoff, and the emotional depth of the characters, not to mention the 
steadily building pace, will keep readers engaged to the final page, which happily lays the groundwork for a sequel.  

 

The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer L. Holm  
 
Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She misses her old best friend. 
She even misses her dearly departed goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows up. He's bossy. He's 
cranky. And weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot like Ellie's grandfather, a scientist who's always been 
slightly obsessed with immortality. Could this pimply boy really be Grandpa Melvin? Has he finally 

found the secret to eternal youth? 

 

Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson  
 
In what's sure to be a definitive work commemorating the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the RMS 
Titanic, Hopkinson offers a well-researched and fascinating account of the disaster. On Monday, April 
15th, 1912, the magnificent Titanic sank after striking an iceberg in the North Atlantic. Of the 2,208 
people on board, only 712 survived. It's a well-known story, though maybe not to young readers, who, if 

anything, might have seen the movie. Hopkinson orchestrates a wealth of material here, using a third-person 
narrative voice to tell the story while incorporating eyewitness accounts of people on the "most luxurious ship the 
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world had ever seen." A huge number of archival photographs and reproductions of telegrams, maps, letters, 
illustrations, sidebars and even a dinner menu complement the text, yielding a volume as interesting for browsing as 
for through-reading. The voices include a stewardess, a science teacher, a 9-year-old boy, the ship's designer, the 
captain and a mother on her way to a new life in America. Best of all is the author's spirit: She encourages readers to 
think like historians and wonder what it would have been like on the Titanic and imagine each character's story. 

 

Far North by Hobbs, Will 
 
Gabe, 15, moves from Texas to the far Canadian North to attend boarding school near his father, who is 
working in the oil fields. His roommate, Raymond, is native to a remote village up the Nahanni River. 
When Raymond decides to leave school and return home, the two boys and Johnny Raven, Raymond's 
elderly great-uncle, meet disaster when the small plane they are flying lands on the fast-moving river 
right above a major falls. The plane's engine quits and the pilot and plane are swept away The two boys 

and the old man make it to shore safely with emergency supplies. The three of them face hunger, lack of shelter and 
bitter cold, but the native skills of the old man keep them alive. Johnny does die in the middle of the winter, but not 
before the three have found an old trapper's cabin and the boys have had an opportunity to learn some survival 
techniques. The two boys are left to depend on each other in their struggle to conquer the wilderness and reach 
safety. Some readers may question the plausibility of survival under the extreme conditions and the injuries the boys’ 
experience, but most will enjoy the adventure of this cliff-hanger of a story and will learn respect for the native ways 
at the same time. 

 

Mission Unstoppable by Dan Gutman  
 
On a cross-country vacation with their parents, twins Coke and Pepsi, soon to be thirteen, fend off 
strange assassins as they try to come to terms with their being part of a top-secret government 
organization known as The Genius Files. 

 
 
 

Hope is a Ferris Wheel by Robin Herrera 
  
Ten-year-old Star Mackie lives in a trailer park with her flaky mom and her melancholy older sister, 
Winter, whom Star idolizes. Moving to a new town has made it difficult for Star to make friends, when 
her classmates tease her because of where she lives and because of her layered blue hair. But when 
Star starts a poetry club, she develops a love of Emily Dickinson and, through Dickinson's poetry, 

learns some important lessons about herself and comes to terms with her hopes for the future. 
 

 

I Lived on Butterfly Hill by Marjorie Agosin 
  
Celeste Marconi is a dreamer. She lives peacefully among friends and neighbors and family in the 
idyllic town of Valparaiso, Chile—until the time comes when even Celeste, with her head in the clouds, 
can't deny the political unrest that is sweeping through the country. Warships are spotted in the 
harbor and schoolmates disappear from class without a word. Celeste doesn't quite know what is 

happening, but one thing is clear: no one is safe, not anymore. 
 
The country has been taken over by a government that declares artists, protestors, and anyone who helps the needy 
to be considered "subversive" and dangerous to Chile's future. So Celeste's parents—her educated, generous, kind 
parents—must go into hiding before they, too, "disappear." To protect their daughter, they send her to America. 
 
As Celeste adapts to her new life in Maine, she never stops dreaming of Chile. But even after democracy is restored to 
her home country, questions remain: Will her parents reemerge from hiding? Will she ever be truly safe again? 
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The Luck Uglies by Paul Durham  
 
Rye O'Chanter has seen a lot of strange things happen in Village Drowning: children are chased 
through the streets. Families are fined for breaking laws that don't even exist. Girls aren't allowed to 
read anymore, and certain books—books that hold secrets about Drowning's past—have been 
outlawed altogether. 

Now a terrifying encounter has eleven-year-old Rye convinced that the monstrous, supposedly extinct Bog Noblins 
have returned. Before the monsters disappeared, there was only one way to defeat them—the Luck Uglies. But the 
Luck Uglies have long since been exiled, and there's nobody left who can protect the village. 

As Rye dives into Drowning's maze of secrets, rules, and lies, she begins to question everything she's been told about 
the village's legend of outlaws and beasts . . . and what she'll discover is that it may take a villain to save them from the 
monsters. 

 

 

Under the Egg by Laura Marx Fitzgerald  
 
When Theodora Tenpenny spills a bottle of rubbing alcohol on her late grandfather's painting, she 
discovers what seems to be an old Renaissance masterpiece underneath. That's great news for Theo, 
who's struggling to hang onto her family's two-hundred-year-old townhouse and support her unstable 
mother on her grandfather's legacy of $463. There's just one problem: Theo's grandfather was a 

security guard at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and she worries the painting may be stolen. 
 
With the help of some unusual new friends, Theo's search for answers takes her all around Manhattan, and 
introduces her to a side of the city—and her grandfather—that she never knew. To solve the mystery, she'll have to 
abandon her hard-won self-reliance and build a community, one serendipitous friendship at a time. 

 

I Funny by James Patterson 

Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a mission: he wants to become the world's greatest standup 
comedian--even if he doesn't have a lot to laugh about these days. He's new in town and stuck living 
with his aunt, uncle, and their evil son Stevie, a bully who doesn't let Jamie's wheelchair stop him 
from messing with Jamie as much as possible. But Jamie doesn't let his situation get him down. 
When his Uncle Frankie mentions a contest called The Planet's Funniest Kid Comic, Jamie knows he 

has to enter. But are the judges only rewarding him out of pity because of his wheelchair, like Stevie suggests? Will 
Jamie ever share the secret of his troubled past instead of hiding behind his comedy act? 
 
Following the bestselling success of the hilarious Middle School, The Worst Years of My Life, James Patterson 
continues to dish out the funnies in another highly-illustrated, heartfelt middle school story.  

 

The thing about jellyfish : a novel by Ali Benjamin 

After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause of the tragedy 
must have been a rare jellyfish sting-things don't just happen for no reason. Retreating into a silent world 
of imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's 
achingly heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the potential 
for love and hope right next door. 
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First flight around the world : the adventures of the American fliers 

who won the race  by Tim Grove 

First Flight Around the World documents the exciting journey of four American planes--the 
Chicago, Boston, New Orleans, and Seattle--and their crews on a race around the world. The 
trip held many challenges: extreme weather, tricky navigation, unfamiliar cultures, fragile 

planes, and few airfields. The world fliers risked their lives for the sake of national pride. 

 

Listen, slowly by Thanhha Lai 

A California girl born and raised, Mai can't wait to spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, she has to 
travel to Vietnam with her grandmother, who is going back to find out what really happened to her 
husband during the Vietnam War. Mai's parents think this trip will be a great opportunity for their 
out-of-touch daughter to learn more about her culture. But to Mai, those are their roots, not her own. 
Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants to be. Besides barely speaking the language, she 
doesn't know the geography, the local customs, or even her distant relatives. To survive her trip, Mai 

must find a balance between her two completely different worlds. 

 

The Seventh most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall 

It was a bitterly cold day when Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. Arthur 
had his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But none of that matters to the 
judge--he is ready to send Arthur to juvie for the foreseeable future. Amazingly, it's the Junk Man 
himself who offers an alternative: 120 hours of community service . . . working for him. Arthur is given a 
rickety shopping cart and a list of the Seven Most Important Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces 

of wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can't believe it--is he really supposed to rummage through people's 
trash? But it isn't long before Arthur realizes there's more to the Junk Man than meets the eye, and the "trash" he's 
collecting is being transformed into something more precious than anyone could imagine. . . . 

 

The Nest by Kenneth Oppel 

For some kids summer is a sun-soaked season of fun. But for Steve, it's just another season of worries. 
Worries about his sick newborn baby brother who is fighting to survive, worries about his parents who 
are struggling to cope, even worries about the wasp's nest looming ominously from the eaves. So when a 
mysterious wasp queen invades his dreams, offering to "fix" the baby, Steve thinks his prayers have been 

answered. 

 

Graphic Novels 

Bone Series by Jeff Smith 

After being run out of Boneville, the three Bone cousins -- Fone Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley Bone -- are 

separated and lost in a vast, uncharted desert. One by one, they find their way into a deep, forested valley filled with 

wonderful and terrifying creatures. Eventually, the cousins are reunited at a farmstead run by tough Gran'ma Ben and 

http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Pearsall%2C+Shelley&SID=a2d5dce37d8a5918c322e872e32f96c9


her spirited granddaughter, Thorn. But little do the Bones know, there are dark forces conspiring against them and 

their adventures are only just beginning! 

Smile series by Raina Telgemeier 

Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely 

injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, 

surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there's 

still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so friendly. 

 

Artemis Fowl : the Graphic Novel by Eoin Colfer 

 

A graphic novel adaptation of Eoin Colfer's novel in which a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore 
his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a ransom in gold; but the fairies fight back with 
magic, technology, and a particularly nasty. 

 

 

Percy Jackson & the Olympians. Book one,The lightning thief : the 

graphic novel by Robert Venditti 

 

A graphic novel adaptation of "The Lightning Thief" in which Percy, expelled from six schools for being 
unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, 
and is sent to Camp Half Blood, a special camp to prepare him to stop a war among the gods. 

 

 

El Deafo by Cece Bell 

A 2015 Newbery Honor Book Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school 
and making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires 
superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her 
hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful--and 
very awkward--hearing aid. 

 
The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear--sometimes things she shouldn't--but also isolates her from her 
classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some 
trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become "El Deafo, Listener for All." And more 
importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the friend she's longed for. 

 

Bad Island by Doug TenNapel 

When Reese is forced to go on a boating trip with his family, the last thing he expects is to be 
shipwrecked on an island-especially one teeming with weird plants and animals. But what starts out as 
simply a bad vacation turns into a terrible one, as the castaways must find a way to escape while dodging 



the island's dangerous inhabitants. With few resources and a mysterious entity on the hunt, each secret unlocked 
could save them . . . or spell their doom. One thing Reese knows for sure: This is one Bad Island. 

 

 

Black beauty : the graphic novel by June Brigman 

 

Anna Sewell's. Presents a graphic novel adaptation of "Black Beauty," in which a horse tells the story of 

his life in nineteenth-century England, and his treatment under both good and bad masters. 

 

 

Cardboard by Doug TenNapel 

Cam gets a cardboard box for a birthday present that he makes into a man which comes to life, but when his neighbor 
Marcus takes the cardboard box, he creates his own evil creations that threaten to destroy them all 

 

 

Roller girl by Victoria Jamieson 

For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done everything with her best friend Nicole. But after Astrid 
falls in love with roller derby and signs up for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to dance camp instead. 
And so begins the most difficult summer of Astrid's life as she struggles to keep up with the older girls at 
camp, hang on to the friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously embark on a new friendship. As the 
end of summer nears and her first roller derby bout (and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes that 
maybe she is strong enough to handle the bout, a lost friendship, and middle school... in short, strong 

enough to be a roller girl. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


